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The  Twentieth  Session  of 
The  United  Nations  Statistical  Commission 

By  Suzann  K.  Evinger 

Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and  Standards,  U.S. 
Department  of  Commerce 


Background 

The  Statistical  Commission,  which  is  one  of 
the  functional  commissions  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  Economic  and  Social  Council,  held  its  20th 
biennial  session  in  New  York  from  February  20 
through  March  2,  1979.  This  was  the  first  time 
since  1968  that  the  commission  had  met  at 
United  Nations  Headquarters.  While  the  19th 
session  had  been  held  in  New  Delhi,  India,  it 
was  decided  that  subsequent  sessions  would  be 
held  in  either  Geneva  or  New  York.  Most  of  the 
work  which  the  Commission  is  called  upon  to 
consider  is  developed  through  the  UN  Statistical 
Office.  Hence  this  session  in  New  York  afforded 
the  Commission  an  opportunity  to  discuss  with 
the  staff  of  that  Office  the  problems  faced  in 
various  countries.  Of  equal  importance,  the 
staff  was  able  to  be  associated  more  directly  with 
the  work  of  the  Commission. 

The  session  was  opened  by  Ingvar  Ohlsson  of 
Sweden,  who  was  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  at  its  nineteenth  session  in  New  Delhi. 
Jean  Ripert,  Under-Secretary-General  for  In¬ 
ternational  Economic  and  Social  Affairs,  and 
Margaret  J.  Anstee,  Assistant  Secretary-General 
for  Technical  Co-operation  for  Development, 
addressed  the  Commission.  At  the  opening  of 
the  session,  the  Commission  also  observed  a 
minute  of  silence  in  memory  of  Julius  Shiskin 
who  died  in  October  1978.  Mr.  Shiskin  was  a 
former  representative  of  the  United  States  on 
the  Commission. 

Participation 

The  Commission  elected  the  following  offi¬ 
cers  by  acclamation:  Mikhail  Antonovich  Kor¬ 
olev  (U.S.S.R.)  as  Chairman;  Joseph  W.  Duncan 


as  First  Vice-Chairman  (United  States);  Isaac 
Kerstenetzky  (Brazil)  and  Parmeet  Singh 
(Kenya)  as  Vice-Chairmen;  and  Thomas  P. 
Linehan  (Ireland)  as  Rapporteur. 

The  session  was  attended  by  official  delega¬ 
tions  from  all  but  one  (Ethiopia)  of  the  24 
countries  elected  to  membership  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  by  the  Economic  and  Social  Council.  All 
the  delegations  were  headed  by  accredited  rep¬ 
resentatives,  generally  the  chief  statistical  offi¬ 
cer  of  the  national  government.  Fourteen  of  the 
representatives  present  were  accompanied  by 
alternates  or  advisers — France,  Romania,  Swe¬ 
den,  Tunisia,  Ukrainian  S.S.R.,  and  the  United 
Kingdom  each  with  one  alternate;  Japan  and 
Spain  each  with  three  alternates;  India  and 
Jamaica  each  with  one  adviser;  Canada  with 
four  alternates;  Iraq  with  two  alternates; 
U.S.S.R.  with  one  alternate  and  one  adviser; 
and  the  United  States  with  five  alternates  and 
one  adviser. 

Seven  observers  from  member  states  of  the 
United  Nations  were  present  representing  Aus¬ 
tralia,  Austria,  Cuba,  German  Democratic  Re¬ 
public,  Turkey  and  Mexico. 

The  specialized  agencies,  the  International 
Atomic  Energy  Agency,  and  the  General 
Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade  were  repre¬ 
sented  by  a  total  of  nine  participants — one  each 
from  ILO,  FAO,  UNESCO,  WHO,  IBRD,  IMF, 
WIPO,  IAEA,  and  GATT. 

Fourteen  observers  for  other  intergov¬ 
ernmental  and  nongovernmental  organizations 
also  attended  the  session:  two  each  from  the 
Organization  for  Economic  Co-operation  and 
Development,  and  the  Inter-American  Statisti¬ 
cal  Institute;  three  each  from  the  European 
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Economic  Community  and  the  International 
Statistical  Institute;  and  one  each  from  the 
Commonwealth  Secretariat,  Council  for  Mutual 
Economic  Assistance,  Customs  Co-operation 
Council,  and  the  International  Institute  for 
Vital  Registration  and  Statistics. 

The  UN  Secretariat  was  represented  by  the 
Director  of  the  Statistical  Office,  a  number  of 
members  of  the  staff  of  the  Statistical  Office, 
the  UN  regional  statisticians  from  Europe,  Asia 
and  the  Pacific,  Latin  America,  Africa,  and 
Western  Asia.  Representatives  from  UNCTAD, 
UNICEF,  UNDP,  UNEP,  the  United  Nations 
Fund  for  Population  Activities,  and  the  United 
Nations  Industrial  Development  Organization 
also  attended. 

Joseph  W.  Duncan,  Chief  Statistician  and  Di¬ 
rector,  Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and 
Standards  in  the  Department  of  Commerce,  at¬ 
tended  the  session  as  the  United  States  repre¬ 
sentative.  Suzann  K.  Evinger,  also  of  the  Office 
of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and  Standards,  at¬ 
tended  the  session  as  adviser  to  Mr.  Duncan.  No 
single  alternate  delegate  to  the  session  was  des¬ 
ignated.  Instead,  it  was  decided  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  this  session’s  proximity  to  Washington, 
D.C.  by  bringing  to  the  session  for  various 
agenda  items  the  Federal  statistical  officials  who 
are  most  knowledgeable  on  the  particular  sub¬ 
ject.  This  provided  an  opportunity  for  senior 
statistical  officials  to  interact  with  the  staff  of 
the  UN  Statistical  Office  and  other  members  of 
the  Commission. 

The  individuals  who  were  selected  to  serve  as 
alternates  and  the  agenda  item(s)  for  which  they 
attended  were:  Shirley  Kallek,  Associate  Direc¬ 
tor  for  Economic  Fields.  Bureau  of  the  Census 
(industrial,  transport,  and  international  trade 
statistics;  international  statistical  classifications); 
Charles  Waite,  Chief  Economist,  Bureau  of 
Economic  Analysis  (national  accounts  and  bal¬ 
ances);  Denis  F.  Johnston,*  Senior  Advisor,  So¬ 
cial  Indicators  Office,  Bureau  of  the  Census  (so¬ 
cial  indicators);  J.  Timothy  Sprehe,  Coordinator 
for  International  Statistics,  Bureau  of  the  Cen¬ 
sus  (1980  census,  technical  cooperation,  inter¬ 
national  statistical  programs);  Edward  Murphy, 
Chief,  Division  of  International  Prices,  Bureau 
of  Labor  Statistics  (International  Comparison 
Project);  and  Marcia  Williams,*  Chief,  Statistical 
Evaluation  Staff,  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  (environmental  statistics). 

♦Unable  to  attend 
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Work  of  the  Session 

The  following  reports  briefly  on  the  work  of 
the  session  on  major  agenda  items  which  are  of 
interest  to  U.S.  Government  agencies.  For  a 
fuller  account,  refer  to  the  Commission’s  report 
on  the  session  to  the  Economic  and  Social  Coun¬ 
cil.  Copies  of  this  report,  when  it  becomes  avail¬ 
able,  may  be  purchased  from  the  Sales  Section, 
United  Nations,  New  York,  New  York  10017. 

UN  National  Household  Survey  Capability 
Program. — One  of  the  most  significant  agenda 
items  considered  by  the  Commission  was  the 
United  Nations  National  Household  Survey  Ca¬ 
pability  Program  (NHSCP).  The  NHSCP  is  the 
first  systematically  organized  effort  to  help  de¬ 
veloping  countries  obtain  vital  information 
which  they  need  for  their  national  development 
plans,  policies  and  programs.  It  envisages  a 
continuous  and  integrated  series  of  household 
surveys  on  a  wide  range  of  subjects  in  order  to 
generate  up-to-date  and  integrated 
socioeconomic  and  demographic  data  which, 
while  complementary  to  those  secured  from 
other  sources,  cannot  be  collected  in  any  other 
way.  For  this  purpose,  the  NHSCP  will  help  in¬ 
terested  developing  countries  through  technical 
cooperation  to  develop  their  survey  capabilities 
and  obtain  data  that  are  best  suited  to  meet 
their  individual  national  needs  and  priorities. 
Consequently  its  basic  aim  is  to  make  optimum 
use  of  all  available  resources  to  build  up  an  ef¬ 
fective  and  enduring  statistical  infrastructure  in 
the  area  of  household  statistics  with  a  resulting 
improvement  of  related  national  statistical 
services. 

The  Commission  considered  a  document 
summarizing  the  progress  made  in  the  NHSCP 
and  the  preparatory  work  undertaken  since  May 
1977,  when  the  Economic  and  Social  Council 
adopted  a  resolution  supporting  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  NHSCP.  The  Commission  was  in¬ 
formed  that  visits  have  been  paid  to  some  27 
developing  countries  to  review  the  scope  and 
magnitude  of  the  program  and  to  ascertain 
their  capabilities  and  requirements.  Visits  have 
also  been  made  to  about  15  potential  donor 
countries  to  discuss  the  organization  and 
strategy  of  the  program  and  to  ascertain  donor 
interest.  Detailed  consultations  have  been  held 
with  regional  commissions  and  interested  sp>e- 
cialized  agencies,  multilateral  agencies,  and 
other  regional  organizations.  Generally,  there 
has  been  widespread  support  and  enthusiasm 
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for  the  program.  The  United  Nations  Develop¬ 
ment  Program  and  the  World  Bank  have  agreed 
to  cosponsor  the  program,  and  have  provided 
seed  money  for  the  initial  central  promotion  of 
the  program,  including  the  preparations  for, 
and  organization  of  the  June  1979  consultative 
meeting  of  developed  and  developing  countries. 
The  overall  coordination  and  management  of 
the  program  will  be  the  responsibility  of  the 
United  Nations  Statistical  Office,  working  in 
close  collaboration  with  the  statistical  offices  of 
the  regional  commissions  and  interested  spe¬ 
cialized  agencies.  The  Commission  reconfirmed 
its  belief  in  the  value  and  importance  of  the 
proposals  for  promoting  national  household 
survey  capabilities  to  generate  integrated  and 
up-to-date  social,  demographic  and  economic 
data  in  developing  countries  and  urged  donor 
agencies  to  provide  resources  for  the  im¬ 
plementation  of  the  program.  It  also  recom¬ 
mended  a  draft  resolution  entitled  “National 
Household  Survey  Capability  Programme”  for 
adoption  by  the  Economic  and  Social  Council. 
This  resolution  is  reprinted  in  the  box  on  page 
244. 

The  Commission  also  had  before  it  a  five-year 
plan  for  international  technical  cooperation  in 
statistics,  1979-1983  which  contained  a  com¬ 
prehensive  review  of  technical  assistance  in 
statistics.  For  the  first  time,  the  report  included 
information  provided  by  individual  donor 
countries  on  the  nature  and  magnitude  of  bilat¬ 
eral  technical  assistance  in  statistics.  This  infor¬ 
mation  indicated  that  the  principal  forms  of 
bilateral  technical  assistance  are  advisory  serv¬ 
ices  and  training.  Advisory  services  have  been 
provided  for  population  censuses,  industrial 
statistics,  agricultural  and  forestry  statistics, 
statistical  data  processing,  sampling,  and  house¬ 
hold  surveys.  The  report  also  included  for  the 
first  time  information  on  the  technical  coopera¬ 
tion  activities  of  the  International  Monetary 
Fund  and  the  World  Tourism  Organization. 
The  Commission  noted  that,  as  compared  with  a 
decline  in  the  past  five  years,  the  projections  of 
assistance  in  statistics  by  the  international  or¬ 
ganizations  showed  a  small  rise.  In  an  effort  to 
improve  communication  on  the  availability  of 
technical  assistance  in  statistics,  the  Commission 
suggested  that  information  on  procedures  for 
obtaining  bilateral  assistance  should  be  provided 
by  the  donor  countries  for  the  next  report  on 
this  subject. 
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The  Commission  also  considered  two  other 
documents — one  containing  a  review  of  the 
training  of  statistical  personnel  and  the  other  a 
survey  of  technical  cooperation  activities  of  the 
United  Nations  and  the  specialized  agencies  in 
statistical  data  processing.  For  the  next  session, 
the  Commission  requested  the  preparation  of  a 
comprehensive  review  of  major  training  ac¬ 
tivities  undertaken  in  the  world  which  would  in¬ 
clude  not  only  regional  and  national  training 
centers  but  also  such  training  activities  as  semi¬ 
nars,  workshops  and  short  courses  organized  by 
the  specialized  agencies  and  similar  interna¬ 
tional  bodies.  It  also  requested  that  the  United 
Nations  Statistical  Office  should  be  more  active 
within  the  international  community  in  the  coor¬ 
dination  and  dissemination  of  information  con¬ 
cerning  statistical  data  processing. 

International  statistical  programs. — As  at  pre¬ 
vious  sessions,  the  Commission’s  agenda  in¬ 
cluded  consideration  of  the  need  for  improved 
coordination  and  integration  of  international 
statistical  programs,  which  is  one  of  the  Com¬ 
mission’s  major  tasks.  To  assist  it  in  its  delibera¬ 
tions  of  this  topic,  the  Commission  had  before  it 
an  integrated  five-year  plan  for  international 
statistical  programs,  prepared  by  the  United 
Nations  Statistical  Office,  the  statistical  services 
of  the  regional  commissions,  the  specialized 
agencies,  and  other  intergovernmental  organi¬ 
zations. 

A  new  set  of  major  statistical  policy  objectives 
had  been  developed  by  the  Working  Group  on 
International  Statistical  Programs  and  Coordi¬ 
nation  at  its  seventh  session  in  Geneva  in  June 
1977.  The  Commission  approved  these  new  ob¬ 
jectives  and  agreed  that  they  should  be  used  in 
future  reports  for  the  Commission  on  interna¬ 
tional  statistical  programs.  These  objectives  are 
as  follows: 

1.  To  foster  better  national  and  international 
statistics: 

a.  Statistical  standards:  To  develop,  es¬ 
tablish  and  improve  international  recom¬ 
mendations  concerning  statistics,  including 
classifications,  guidelines,  and  methodol¬ 
ogy- 

b.  Technical  support  and  advisory  serv¬ 
ices  to  developing  countries:  To  assist  de¬ 
veloping  countries  to  further  develop  their 
statistical  capability  and  the  statistics 
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needed  for  evaluating  and  directing  their 
economic  and  social  development. 

c.  Coordination:  To  coordinate  the 
statistical  programs  of  the  various  interna¬ 
tional  agencies. 

2.  To  undertake  statistical  activities: 

a.  Collection:  To  collect  comprehensive, 
reliable  and  internationally  comparable 
statistics. 

b.  Building  data  bases  and  dissemina¬ 
tion:  To  create,  maintain  and  coordinate 
statistical  data  bases  in  order  to  improve 
the  accessibility,  quality,  variety  and  time¬ 
liness  of  statistical  data  and  to  disseminate 
the  statistics. 

c.  Analysis  and  support  services.  To  pro¬ 
vide  statistical  information,  analysis  and 
support  services  to  the  United  Nations 
system. 

In  addition  to  the  new  set  of  major  statistical 
policy  objectives,  the  report  included,  for  the 
first  time,  an  outline  of  the  existing  framework 
for  coordination  in  the  international  statistical 
system  and  selected  evaluations  of  that  coordi¬ 
nation.  In  addition,  it  contained  an  analysis 
showing  achievements  in  coordination  in  the 
following  substantive  areas  of  statistics:  reduc¬ 
ing  the  statistical  burden  on  countries,  national 
accounts,  international  trade,  and  price  statis¬ 
tics.  Also  included  in  the  report  to  the  Commis¬ 
sion  for  the  first  time  were  the  statistical  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  Economic  Commission  for  Western 
Asia,  the  United  Nations  Environment  Pro¬ 
gram,  the  International  Telecommunication 
Union,  the  World  Intellectual  Property  Organi¬ 
zation,  the  Organization  for  Economic  Cooper¬ 
ation  and  Development,  and  the  World  Tourism 
Organization.  These  new  elements  of  the  report 
made  it  considerably  more  useful  to  the  Com¬ 
mission  than  previous  reports.  The  Commission 
decided  that  a  detailed  review  should  be  made 
of  the  coordination  aspects  of  environmental 
statistics  under  a  separate  agenda  item.  The 
Commission  emphasized  that  the  coordination 
processes  have  to  be  established  early  in  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  new  program  areas,  such  as  en¬ 
vironmental  statistics,  in  order  to  be  effective. 

The  Commission  decided  that  the  Working 
Group  on  International  Statistical  Programs  and 
Coordination  is  a  valuable  and  effective  aid  to 
the  Commission  in  discharging  its  functions.  It 
provides  a  means  for  the  Commission  to  main- 
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tain  contact  between  its  biennial  sessions  with 
the  statistical  programs  of  the  United  Nations 
system.  It  also  makes  possible  work  program 
adjustments  if  necessary  as  a  result  of  special 
circumstances  which  arise  between  meetings. 
The  composition  of  the  current  Working  Group 
is  as  follows:  M.A.  Korolev  (U.S.S.R.),  J.W. 
Duncan  (United  States),  I.  Kerstenetsky  (Brazil), 
P.  Singh  (Kenya),  T.P.  Linehan  (Ireland),  K.C. 
Seal  (India),  and  G.  Askar  (Egypt).  The  eighth 
session  of  the  Working  Group  is  scheduled  to  be 
held  in  October  1979  in  Geneva. 

Framework  for  the  integration  of  social  and  demo¬ 
graphic  statistics. — Once  again  the  Commission 
had  on  its  agenda  for  consideration  the  integra¬ 
tion  of  social  and  demographic  statistics.  Work 
in  this  area  had  developed  out  of  the  attempt  to 
establish,  in  the  demographic  area,  a  framework 
parallel  to  the  system  of  national  accounts, 
which  would  deal  with  flows  of  people  instead 
of  flows  of  money.  As  the  demographic  matrix 
work  came  into  contact  with  the  increasingly 
important  social  indicator  movement,  the  scope 
of  what  came  to  be  called  the  system  of  social 
and  demographic  statistics  was  extended  to 
cover  a  wide  range  of  social  fields.  Since  the  in¬ 
ception  of  the  UN  program  to  develop  such  a 
system,  the  United  States  felt  that  this  was  an 
overly  ambitious  project  and  that  more  em¬ 
phasis  should  be  placed  on  developing  a  frame¬ 
work  of  usef  ul  measures  of  social  characteristics 
that  would  permit  monitoring  of  social  change 
and  linkages  between  the  measures.  This  is  now 
the  objective  of  the  UN  work  in  this  area,  and  at 
the  nineteenth  session  of  the  Commission,  the 
program  was  retitled  a  “Framework  for  the  In¬ 
tegration  of  Social  and  Demographic  Statistics.” 

At  its  nineteenth  session,  the  Commission  re¬ 
quested  that  a  report  be  prepared  to  deal  with 
problems  of  achieving  integration  in  the  collec¬ 
tion  and  organization  of  social  statistics.  An  ex¬ 
pert  group  met  in  March  1978  to  consider  such 
problems.  The  result  was  the  preparation  of  a 
report  for  the  twentieth  session  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  which  focused  on  the  techniques  for  the 
collecting,  storing,  managing,  and  disseminating 
data.  The  report  explored  some  of  the  implica¬ 
tions  for  data  integration  in  light  of  present-day 
computer  and  sampling  technology  and  current 
analytic  demands.  The  objective  of  the  report 
was  to  identify  what  was  new,  not  to  repeat  what 
was  already  ongoing  practice  with  respect  to  the 
extent  of  the  demands  now  placed  upon  the 

Statistical  Reporter 


data,  and  the  means  that  were  becoming  avail¬ 
able  lor  meeting  those  demands.  The  Commis¬ 
sion  agreed  that  this  report  provided  a  useful 
summary  of  the  state  of  the  art  and  recom¬ 
mended  the  inclusion  of  additional  material  on 
country  experiences  before  its  publication  and 
distribution  as  a  techncial  report. 

The  Commission  strongly  supported  further 
international  work  in  the  area  of  integration  of 
social  statistics,  to  the  extent  permitted  by  avail¬ 
able  resources,  and  identified  a  number  of  high 
priority  areas: 

1.  The  further  development  of  consistent 
concepts,  definitions  and  classifications, 
including  not  only  work  on  specific  top¬ 
ics  but  also  the  stucture  of  overall  link¬ 
ages  among  classifications,  and  the  role 
of  national  accounts  as  a  framework. 

2.  The  examination  and  further  develop¬ 
ment  of  statistical  methodology,  includ¬ 
ing  sampling  and  survey  techniques  and 
methods  of  estimation,  such  as  treatment 
of  missing  data,  and  exact  and  statistical 
matching  techniques. 

3.  Consideration  of  questions  of  confiden¬ 
tiality  and  privacy,  and  their  impact 
upon  statistical  collection  and  dissemi¬ 
nation. 

4.  Exchange  of  information  on  country  ex¬ 
perience. 

The  Commission  also  considered  several 
other  activities  in  the  area  of  social  and  demo¬ 
graphic  statistics: 

The  Economic  and  Sf)cial  Council  passed  in 
1975  a  resolution  requesting  the  development 
of  a  1980  World  Population  and  Housing  Cen¬ 
sus  Program.  At  its  nineteenth  session,  the 
Commission  had  considered  and  approved 
interim  proposals  with  respect  to  the  census 
recommendations.  This  interim  report  on  the 
census  recommendations  was  circulated  to 
countries  in  June  1977  and  a  set  of  draft  rec¬ 
ommendations  were  considered  by  an  expert 
group  in  January  1978.  Based  on  the  comments 
of  the  expert  group,  new  census  recommenda¬ 
tions  were  submitted  to  the  Commission  for 
consideration.  The  Commission  adopted  the 
draft  principles  and  recommendations  for  the 
1980  population  and  housing  censuses,  mod¬ 
ified.  as  required,  in  accordance  with  its  discus¬ 
sions  and  conclusions  and  with  the  addition  of  a 


preface  giving  background  information  and 
stressing  the  role  of  the  census  as  one  element 
of  an  integrated  statistical  system.  It  further 
agreed  that  the  principles  and  recommenda¬ 
tions.  as  modified,  should  be  published  and 
distributed  as  soon  as  possible  as  a  guide  to 
countries  in  their  national  population  and 
housing  census  activities. 

The  Commission  also  endorsed  the  study  of 
census  staffing  and  cost  requirement,  the  con¬ 
vening  of  an  expert  group  on  statistics  on 
women,  and  the  possible  publication  of  a  techni¬ 
cal  report  on  the  development  of  local-area 
statistics  programs. 

The  Commission  welcomed  a  report  of  the 
Secretary-General  on  social  indicators  as  pro¬ 
viding  a  concise  overview  of  the  diverse  national 
and  international  activities  in  the  field.  It  re¬ 
quested  that  the  report  be  updated  in  light  of 
the  Commission’s  comments  and  made  available 
to  interested  parties.  It  further  requested  that 
the  Secretariat  continue  to  review  and  coordi¬ 
nate  work  on  social  indicators  and  submit  a  new 
summary  report  on  recent  developments  to  the 
Commission  at  its  twenty-second  session. 

The  Commission  emphasized  that  work  on 
concepts  and  classifications  was  one  important 
means  for  achieving  integration  of  social  and 
demographic  statistics.  It  agreed  that  the  CN 
Statistical  Office  work  on  the  classification  by 
age-group  should  be  continued.  The  Commis¬ 
sion  felt  that  the  Statistical  Office  should  con¬ 
cern  itself  with  general  classifications  of  social 
statistics  that  cut  across  several  fields  and  do  not 
fit  into  the  area  of  responsibililty  of  any  spe¬ 
cialized  agency.  The  Statistical  Office  should, 
however,  promote  coordination  so  that  the 
whole  body  of  social  and  demographic  classifi¬ 
cations  is  consistent  and  complete. 

The  Commission  also  considered  a  report  on 
the  statistics  of  time-use.  which  brought  to¬ 
gether  for  illustrative  purp>oses  information  on 
methods  of  collecting  data  on  time-use  and  on 
some  present  and  potential  uses  of  those  data 
from  a  variety  of  selected  national  and  interna¬ 
tional  studies.  The  Commission  agreed  that 
time-use  statistics  were  an  important,  emerging 
field  of  statistics  with  a  wide  range  of  potential 
uses.  It  further  agreed  that  a  comprehensive 
study  of  national  experience  in  this  field  should 
be  prepared  by  the  Secretariat  as  a  technical  re¬ 
port  and  published  to  promote  a  broad  ex- 
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change  of  experience  among  interested  coun¬ 
tries  and  international  agencies. 

Environmental  statistics. — The  Commission 
noted  with  satisfaction  the  progress  which  had 
been  achieved  in  the  field  of  environmental 
statistics  since  its  last  session,  especially  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  result  of  the  survey  of  country  prac¬ 
tices  and  plans  in  environmental  statistics.  The 
(lommission  requested  that  the  United  Nations 
Statistical  Office  complete  the  survey  of  country 
practices  and  plans  because  it  provided  an  over¬ 
view  of  the  scope  and  complexity  of  the  topic, 
which  in  turn  made  it  necessary  that  the  existing 
coordination  of  activities  should  continue  in 
order  to  avoid  unnecessary  duplication  of  ef¬ 
fort.  With  respect  to  problems  of  coordination 
in  the  field  of  environmental  statistics,  the 
C^ommission  felt  that  there  was  a  need  to  for¬ 
mulate  specific  coordination  measures  for  con¬ 
sideration  at  its  next  session.  It  therefore,  re¬ 
quested  the  United  Nations  Statistical  Office  to 
develop  guidelines  on  concepts,  definitions, 
classifications,  and  methodologies  and  to 
explore  the  feasibility  of  developing  an  overall 
structure  of  framework  for  the  organization  of 
environmental  statistics.  It  further  requested 
the  Statistical  Office  to  organize  pilot  country 
studies  to  gain  basic  experience  and  to  test  the 
suitabililty  and  feasibililty  of  the  various  ele¬ 
ments  of  its  environmental  statistics  program. 

Energy  statistics. — Energy  statistics  remained 
an  important  item  which  the  Commission  felt 
needed  f  urther  consideration,  cooperation,  and 
harmonization  by  all  central  statistical  offices 
and  relevant  agencies.  In  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Commission  at  its 
nineteenth  .session,  an  Expert  Croup  on  Clas¬ 
sification  and  Measurement  in  the  Field  of 
Energy  Statistics  was  convened.  At  the  session, 
the  Commission  placed  particular  emphasis  on 
the  progress  of  the  United  Nations  Statistical 
Office  in  the  preparation  of  energy  balances 
and  tbe  coordination  of  this  work  with  other 
international  bodies.  Several  members  of  the 
Commission  welcomed  the  reduction  of  burden 
on  their  offices  by  the  exchange  of  data  between 
the  Economic  Commission  for  Europe  and  the 
United  Nations  Statistical  Office. 

The  program  for  a  global  system  of  inte¬ 
grated  energy  statistics  is  based  on  the  compila¬ 
tion  of  energy  balances,  covering  different 
energy  forms  (primary  and  secondary)  and  dif¬ 
ferent  stages  of  operation  from  production 
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through  trade  and  stockage  to  conversion  and 
final  end  use.  At  this  session  the  Commission 
focused  its  attention  on  the  final  format  of  the 
energy  balance.  While  it  was  recognized  that 
there  were  substantial  differences  of  emphasis 
between  regions  for  different  energy  forms,  it 
was  suggested  that  one  balance  format  be  estab¬ 
lished  for  world-wide  use.  The  Commission  rec¬ 
ommended  that  an  international  handbook  of 
conversion  factors  and  units  of  measurement 
for  use  in  the  field  of  energy  statistics  should  be 
published  and  that  the  possibility  of  establishing 
a  program  of  technical  cooperation  in  the  field 
of  energy  statistics  should  be  investigated. 

Economic  statistics. — The  Commission  endorsed 
the  1983  World  Program  of  Industrial  Statistics. 
It  requested  that  a  document  describing  the 
purposes  and  content  of  the  program  be  circu¬ 
lated  for  comment  and  that  a  complete  set  of 
draft  recommendations  be  submitted  to  the 
Commission  at  the  next  session. 

rhe  Commission  expressed  its  support  for  the 
continuation  of  the  International  Comparison 
Project  and  its  extension  to  more  countries.  It 
also  endorsed  the  establishment  of  an  expert 
working  group  to  advise  on  ICP  methodological 
problems.  The  Commission  also  encouraged  the 
Statistical  Office  to  integrate  a  training  compo¬ 
nent.  such  as  manuals,  with  participation  in  ICP 
for  countries  needing  such  support. 

The  Commission’s  consideration  of  national 
accounts  and  balances  included  discussion  of  a 
revised  version  of  the  manual  on  public  sector 
statistics  which  is  being  circulated  to  member 
countries  for  comment.  The  Commission  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  classification  of  the  functions  of 
government  be  circulated  for  comments.  The 
classification  would  then  be  revised  based  on 
these  comments  and  incorporated  in  the  manual 
on  public  sector  statistics.  The  Commission  also 
agreed  that  the  United  Nations  should  continue 
to  cooperate  with  the  International  Monetary 
Fund  in  developing  all  aspects  of  public  sector 
statistics  with  a  view  to  publishing  a  joint  man¬ 
ual  eventually. 

Conclusion 

The  draft  provisional  agenda  for  the  twenty- 
first  session  of  the  Statistical  Commission  was 
adopted.  Items  of  interest  to  the  United  States 
on  the  agenda  for  this  forthcoming  session  in- 
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elude:  industrial,  energy,  transport  and  inter¬ 
national  trade  statistics;  national  accounts  and 
balances;  International  Comparison  Project;  en¬ 
vironment  statistics;  and  technical  cooperation. 


The  Commission  recommended  that  the 
twenty-first  session  be  held  in  the  first  quarter 
of  1981,  preferably  towards  the  end  of  Feb¬ 
ruary. 
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NATIONAL  HOUSEHOLD  SURVEY  CAPABILITY  PROGRAMME 

United  Nations  Statistical  Commission  Draft  Resolution 
Recommended  to  the  Economic  and  Social  Council 
for  Adoption 


The  Economic  and  Social  Council, 

Taking  note  of  the  report  of  the  Statistical 
Commission  on  its  twentieth  session  and.  in 
particular,  of  its  strong  endorsement  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Household  Survey  Capability  Programme 
and  of  the  high  priority  it  assigned  to  this  pro¬ 
gramme  of  the  United  Nations,  which  will  help 
developing  countries  to  establish  a  national 
household  survey  capability  in  order  to  generate 
continuing  data  to  plan  socio-economic  de¬ 
velopment  and  to  assess  the  impact  of  such  de¬ 
velopment  on  the  quality  of  life  of  their  people. 

Recalling  its  resolution  2055  (LXII)  of  5  May 
1977,  in  which,  inter  alia,  it  requested  the 
Secretary-General  and  the  United  Nations  De¬ 
velopment  Programme,  in  co-operation  with  the 
World  Bank,  the  specialized  agencies  and  other 
multilateral  and  bilateral  donor  agencies,  to 
support  this  necessary  and  important  develop¬ 
ment  activity. 

Noting  that,  in  accordance  with  the  aforesaid 
resolution,  a  consultative  meeting  is  being  con¬ 
vened  in  June  1979  to  consider  ways  and  means 
of  promoting  this  development  activity. 

Recalling  further  the  principles  of  the  Declara¬ 
tion  and  the  Programme  of  Action  on  the  Es¬ 
tablishment  of  a  New  International  Economic 
Order  embodied  in  General  Assembly  resolu¬ 
tions  3201  (S-VI)  and  3202  (S-VI)  of  1  May 
1974,  and  emphasizing  that  technical  co¬ 
operation  should  lead  to  self-reliance. 

1.  Reconfirms  the  value  and  importance  of  the 
National  Household  Survey  Capability  Pro¬ 
gramme  as  a  major  and  much-needed  develop¬ 
ment  activity  aimed  at  building  enduring 
capabilities  in  developing  countries  to  conduct 
their  own  integrated  survey  programmes  and  to 
generate  continuous  and  integrated  data  on  im¬ 
portant  social  and  economic  subjects,  in  line 
with  national  needs  and  priorities,  including 
population  and  related  demographic  charac¬ 
teristics,  income  and  expenditure,  access  to  so¬ 
cial  services,  employment,  household  produc¬ 
tion  and  other  socio-economic  data  pertaining 
to  special  groups  of  population  and  areas; 


2.  Recommends  that  provision  should  be  made 
for  technical  co-operation  among  developing 
countries  within  the  Programme  and  notes  with 
approval  the  important  role  to  be  played  by  the 
regional  commissions  in  the  operation  of  the 
Programme; 

3.  Strongly  urges  the  developing  countries  to 
take  maximum  advantage  of  the  Programme 
and  to  prepare  long-term  plans  for  survey  data 
collection  in  a  variety  of  areas  in  the  context  of 
their  national  and  statistical  development  plans; 

4.  Strongly  urges  the  multilateral  and  bilateral 
donor  agencies  to  provide  resources  to  help  de¬ 
veloping  countries  implement  their  survey  de¬ 
velopment  plans  within  the  framework  of  the 
National  Household  Survey  Capability  Pro¬ 
gramme  as  part  of  their  technical  co-operation 
activities; 

5.  Requests  the  Secretary-General,  in  close  co¬ 
operation  with  the  regional  commissions,  the 
specialized  agencies,  the  United  Nations  De¬ 
velopment  Programme,  the  World  Bank,  and 
other  multilateral  and  bilateral  donor  agencies, 
to  co-ordinate  household  survey  technical  co¬ 
operation  activities,  including  the  ongoing  Afri¬ 
can  Household  Survey  Capability  Programme 
and  Inter-American  Household  Survey  Pro¬ 
gramme,  within  the  context  of  the  National 
Household  Survey  Capability  Programme  and 
strongly  urges  all  donor  agencies  to  collaborate 
fully  and  to  ensure  that  the  survey  activities  they 
may  promote  will  be  compatible  with  and  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  Programme; 

6.  Further  requests  the  Secretary-General,  in 
co-operation  with  the  above  organizations,  to 
propose  appropriate  technical  standards  and 
procedures  for  these  survey  activities  and  to  in¬ 
vite  the  International  Statistical  Institute  and 
other  specialized  institutes  as  appropriate  to 
contribute  their  specialized  experience  to  this 
undertaking; 

7.  Further  requests  the  Secretary-General,  in 
collaboration  with  the  above  organizations,  to 
submit  a  progress  report  to  the  Statistical  Com¬ 
mission  at  its  twenty-first  session. 
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Principles  and  Procedures  For  The  Review  and  Maintenance  of 
The  Establishment  Standard  Industrial  Classification  Manual 

Prepared  By 

The  Technical  Committee  on  Industrial  Classification* 


A.  Purpose  and  Scope 

This  SIC  was  developed  for  use  in  the  classifi¬ 
cation  of  establishments  by  type  of  economic  ac¬ 
tivity  in  which  engaged.  It  is  a  classification  of 
establishments  rather  than  of  companies  or  legal 
entities  or  enterprises.*  by  kinds  of  business  and 
not  by  occupations  or  commodities.  It  encom¬ 
passes  all  economic  activity. 

The  purposes  of  this  SIC  are  to  facilitate  the 
collection,  tabulation,  presentation,  and  analysis 
of  data  relating  to  establishments  and  to  pro¬ 
mote  uniformity  and  comparability  in  the  pre¬ 
sentation  of  statistical  data  collected  by  various 
agencies  of  the  U.S.  Government.  It  is  also  used 
by  state  agencies,  trade  associations,  private 
business  and  other  organizations. 


Editor’s  Note. — The  Interagency  Technical  Committee  on 
Industrial  Classification  has  developed  these  procedures 
and  principles  for  the  1982  revision  of  the  Standard  In¬ 
dustrial  Classification  Manual.  These  procedures  and  prin¬ 
ciples  are  being  published  here  and  in  the  Federal  Register. 
They  incorporate  public  comment  received  on  the  draft 
proposal  which  appeared  in  the  December  1978  issue  of 
Statistical  Reporter  and  the  Federal  Register. 

♦The  Technical  Committee  on  Industrial  Classification 
is  chaired  by  the  Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and 
Standards.  The  following  agencies  are  represented  on  the 
Committee:  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Bureau  of  Domestic 
Business  Development,  Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis. 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Bureau  of  Mines,  Department 
of  Agriculture.  Department  of  Energy.  Employment  and 
Training  Administration,  Environmental  Protection 
Agency,  Federal  Reserve  System,  Federal  Trade  Commis¬ 
sion.  General  Services  Administration,  Internal  Revenue 
Service.  International  Trade  Commission.  Securities  and 
Exchange  Commission,  Small  Business  Administration, 
Social  Security  Administration. 

‘A  separate  classification  for  companies  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  1974  Enterprise  Standard  Industrial  Classifica¬ 
tion  Manual. 


The  basic  purpose  and  objective  of  a  periodic- 
review  is  to  update  the  classification  so  as  to 
make  it  possible  to  better  reflect  statistically  the 
existing  industrial  structure  of  the  economy.  It 
should  provide  the  means  for  introducing  new 
industry  detail  resulting  from  economic  growth 
or  technological  change,  as  well  as  for  deleting 
industries  no  longer  significant. 

B.  Principles  for  Review  of  the  Classification 

In  the  review  of  the  structure  and  detail  of 
the  1972  edition  of  the  establishment  SIC  Man¬ 
ual  (as  amended  for  1977),  the  Technical  Com¬ 
mittee  will  be  guided  by  the  general  principles 
described  below.  These  principles  should  also  be 
taken  into  consideration  by  others,  both  within 
and  outside  of  Government,  in  the  preparation 
of  proposed  changes. 

(1)  Structure  of  the  classif  ication 

The  classification  should  conform  to  the  ac¬ 
tual  structure  of  industry  as  it  is  found  to  exist 
in  the  American  economy.  It  does  not.  there¬ 
fore.  follow  any  single  principle,  such  as  the  use 
of  the  products,  market  structure,  the  nature  of 
the  raw  materials,  etc.,  neither  in  its  detail  nor 
in  its  basic  structure.  It  is  a  general-purpose 
framework  which  can  have  its  basic  detail  rear¬ 
ranged  for  various  analytical  purposes. 

(2)  Unit  of  classification 

The  SIC  is  designed  to  classify  the  establish¬ 
ments  according  to  the  kind  of  economic  activity 
in  which  such  units  are  engaged. 

An  establishment  is  an  economic  unit  which 
produces  goods  or  services — for  example,  a 
farm,  a  mine,  a  factory,  a  store.  In  most  in¬ 
stances,  the  establishment  is  at  a  single  physical 
location  and  is  engaged  in  one,  or  predomi¬ 
nantly  one,  type  of  economic  activity  for  which 


June  1979 


245 


an  industry  code  is  applicable. 

Where  a  single  physical  location  encompasses 
two  or  more  distinct  and  separate  economic  ac¬ 
tivities  tor  which  dilTerent  industrial  classit'ica- 
tion  codes  seem  applicable,  such  activities 
should  be  treated  as  separate  industries,  pro¬ 
vided  it  is  determined  that:  (1)  no  one  industry 
description  in  the  Standard  Industrial  (dassifi- 
cation  includes  such  combined  activites;  (2)  the 
employment  in  each  such  economic  activity  is 
signil'icant;  (3)  such  activities  are  not  ordinarily 
associated  with  one  another  at  common  physical 
locations;  and  (4)  reports  can  be  prepared  on 
the  number  of  employees,  their  wages  and 
salaries,  and  other  establishment  type  data. 

A  kind-of -activity  unit  is  a  special  type  of  estab¬ 
lishment  in  that  there  is  no  restriction  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  geographic  area  in  which  the  activ¬ 
ity  of  the  unit  is  carried  on.  The  kind-of-activity 
unit — which  applies  to  activities  such  as  con¬ 
struction.  transportation  and  communication — 
generally  carries  on  the  same  kind  of  activity 
over  a  more  or  less  wide  geographic  area.  Fre¬ 
quently  separate  records  relating  to  such  activity 
for  a  given  portion  of  the  area  are  not  main¬ 
tained. 

An  estahlishment  is  not  necessarily  identical 
with  a  company  or  legal  entity  or  enterprise, 
which  may  consist  of  one  or  more  establish¬ 
ments.  Also,  it  is  to  be  distinguished  from  or¬ 
ganizational  sub-units  or  departments  within  an 
establishment.  Supplemental  interpretations  of 
the  definition  of  an  establishment  are  included 
in  the  industry  descriptions  of  the  Standard  In¬ 
dustrial  Classification. 

The  SI(]  distinguishes  between  central  admin¬ 
istrative  and  auxiliary  establishments — which  are 
primarily  engaged  in  providing  management, 
general  administrative,  and  support  services  for 
other  establishments  of  the  same  company  or 
enterprise — and  operating  establishments — 
which  produce  goods  and  services  primarily  for 
the  general  public  or  for  establishments  owned 
or  controlled  by  other  companies  or  enterprises. 

Activities  of  the  type  performed  at  separate 
administrative  offices  and  auxiliary  establish¬ 
ments  are  in  fact,  normally  carried  on  as  an  in¬ 
tegral  part  of  individual  operating  establish¬ 
ments.  Hence,  this  type  of  activity  is  only  par¬ 
tially  measured  by  the  statistics  on  separately 
reported  central  administrative  offices  and  aux¬ 
iliary  establishments. 


(3)  Basis  of  classification 

Each  establishment  is  to  be  classified  accord¬ 
ing  to  its  major  activity  as  defined  by  the  4-digit 
industries.  Major  activity  is  to  be  determined  by 
the  product  or  group  of  products  produced  or 
handled,  or  service  rendered.  Ideally,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  product  or  service  should  be  determined 
by  reference  to  “value  added.”  In  practice,  how¬ 
ever,  it  is  rarely  possible  to  obtain  this  informa¬ 
tion  for  individual  products  or  services,  and  it 
becomes  necessary  to  adopt  some  other  criteria^ 
which  may  be  expected  to  give  approximately 
the  same  results. 

(4)  Economic  significance,  specialization  and 
coverage 

To  be  recognized  as  an  industry,  each  group 
of  establishments  must  have  significance  from 
the  standpoint  of  number  of  persons  employed, 
volume  of  business  and  other  economic  factors, 
such  as  number  of  establishments,  payroll,  or 
value  added.  These  factors  are  taken  into  ac¬ 
count  in  determining  the  economic  significance 
of  an  industry  by  relating  the  totals  for  the  in¬ 
dustry  to  the  average  for  all  industries  in  the 
same  economic  division  (mining,  manufactur¬ 
ing,  etc.). 

Generally  speaking,  an  existing  SIC]  industry 
is  considered  to  meet  the  requirements  for  eco¬ 
nomic  significance  if  the  average  of  the  factors 
represents  10  percent  or  more  of  the  average 
industry  in  the  same  division.  A  new  industry, 
however,  should  attain  a  score  of  20  percent  or 
more  of  the  average  industry.  Thus,  for  exam¬ 
ple.  based  on  data  from  the  1972  G.ensus  of 
Manufactures,  the  average  manufacturing  in¬ 
dustry  has  (dollar  figures  in  millions): 

7 1 1  establishments 
40,000  employees 
$  356  payroll 
$  785  value  added 
$1,667  shipments 

Note  that  an  exception  to  the  principle  of 
economic  significance  is  found  in  the  grouping 
of  establishments  into  industries  described  as 
“not  elsewhere  classified.” 

In  order  that  an  industry  at  the  most  detailed 
level  of  classification  properly  refiects  the  activ- 


^Other  criteria  include  data  on  value  of  production, 
shipments,  sales  or  receipts,  payroll,  number  of  employ¬ 
ees.  etc. 
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ity  being  measured,  the  output  of  the  establish¬ 
ments  in  the  industry  should  (1)  consist  largely 
of  those  goods  and  services  defining  the  indus¬ 
try  and  (2)  account  for  the  bulk  of  the  specified 
goods  and  services  provided  by  all  establish¬ 
ments. 

For  manufacturing  industries  these  factors 
are  measured  by  the  primary  product  spe¬ 
cialization  and  coverage  ratios,  respectively. 

The  primary  product  specialization  ratio  de¬ 
scribes  the  proportion  of  product  shipments 
(both  primary  and  secondary)  of  the  industry 
represented  by  those  products  defining  the  in¬ 
dustry.  The  coverage  ratio  is  the  proportion  of 
the  products  defining  the  industry  shipped  by 
establishments  classified  in  the  industry  to  total 
shipments  of  such  products  by  all  manufactur¬ 
ing  establishments. 

The  minimum  ratio  for  primary  product  spe¬ 
cialization  is  82.  When  applying  the  specializa¬ 
tion  test,  it  is  well  to  remember  that  an  industry 
may  sometimes  specialize  in  only  one  product 
(Malt  or  Beet  Sugar).  In  other  instances,  estab¬ 
lishments  in  an  industry  may  typically  produce 
and  thus  specialize  in  a  wide  variety  of  products 
(as  in  Meat  Packing  Plants;  Blast  Furnaces.  Steel 
Works,  and  Rolling  and  Finishing  Mills;  and 
Radio  and  Television  Transmitting,  Signalling, 
and  Detection  Equipment  and  Apparatus).  For 
varying  reasons,  industries  have  through  the 
years  developed  a  diverse  manner.  In  such  in¬ 
stances  it  is  important,  therefore,  that  the  spe¬ 
cialization  ratios  be  applied  and  interpreted  in 
the  light  of  the  typical  product  mix  defining  the 
particular  industry. 

In  applying  coverage  ratio  factors,  separate 
criteria  are  established  for  industries  with  “cap¬ 
tive”  output  within  and  outside  the  industry  as 
distinguished  from  industries  primarily  pro¬ 
ducing  for  commercial  sale.  The  minimum 
coverage  ratio  for  industries  producing  for 
commercial  sale  is  70,  whereas  the  coverage 
ratio  for  all  other  industries  is  50,  except  for  in¬ 
dustries  producing  from  purchased  materials 
(stage  of  process  classification).  The  minimum 
coverage  ratio  for  this  latter  group  of  industries 
(e.g..  Blended  and  Prepared  Flour,  etc.)  is  33. 
The  coverage  ratio  for  industries  with  signifi¬ 
cant  “captive”  counterparts  (minimum  coverage 
of  50  per  cent)  should  be  computed  on  the  basis 
of  the  proportion  of  total  output  (shipments  for 
sale,  interplant  transfers,  and  production  for 


use  within  the  same  establishment)  accounted 
for  by  the  given  industry  compared  with  total 
output  in  all  industries.  Examples  of  such  in¬ 
dustries  are  Gray  Iron  Foundries,  Automotive 
Stampings,  and  Iron  and  Steel  Forgings. 

Separate  industries  for  establishments 
primarily  engaged  in  activites  that  are  rapidly 
expanding  but  which  do  not  meet  the  quantita¬ 
tive  measures  in  the  usual  reference  statistics 
also  may  be  established.  Such  separate  industry 
identification  will  be  based  on  statistical  evi¬ 
dence  of  current  size,  growth  by  a  specified 
time,  and  on  the  customary  requirements,  other 
than  size,  for  establishing  new  industries.  Pro¬ 
posed  industries  which  meet  the  criteria  only 
marginally  should  also  show  reasonable  recent 
growth  or  evidence  of  future  growth. 

Proposed  industries  should  generally  meet  all 
three  criteria  of  economic  significance,  spe¬ 
cialization.  and  coverage.  However,  industries 
which  are  considerably  larger  in  economic  sig¬ 
nificance  than  required  may  be  acceptable  even 
if  they  are  slightly  low  in  specialization  or  cover¬ 
age.  Thus,  the  specialization  or  coverage 
minimum  requirement  may  be  reduced  by  a 
percentage  point  for  each  doubling  in  economic 
size  of  the  proposed  industry. 

C.  Considerations  in  Evaluating  Proposed  Changes 

Proposals  for  new  or  amended  industry  defi¬ 
nitions  (4-digit)  as  well  as  for  the  transfer  of 
existing  industries  to  other  Industry  Groups 
(3-digit),  Major  Groups  (2-digit),  or  Economic 
Divisions,  will  be  evaluated  on  the  basis  of  the 
following  considerations. 

(1)  Proposals  for  change  should  be  accom¬ 
panied  by  detailed  statistical  Justification  of 
adherence  to  the  criteria  described  in  section  B 
above.  It  is  recognized  that  exact  data  will  not 
always  be  available  nevertheless,  as  much  evi¬ 
dence  as  possible  should  be  provided  to  justify  a 
change.  Changes  that  would  cross  3-digit  and 
2-digit  SIC  lines  require  stronger  justification 
than  those  that  would  be  confined  within  an 
existing  3-digit  Industry  Group.  Here,  espe¬ 
cially,  the  alteration  in  the  size  and  composition 
of  the  Industy  Group  from  which  the  products 
or  services  would  be  taken  must  be  ascertained 
and  the  proposed  revision  should  strengthen  or 
clarify  and  not  weaken  the  existing  groups. 
.Modifications  crossing  industry  division  lines, 
such  as  from  manufacturing  to  nonmanufac- 
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luring,  would  call  for  even  more  careful  consid¬ 
eration. 

(2)  In  proposing  new  industries,  it  is  essential 
to  recognize  the  effect  of  the  amendments  on 
existing  industries  and  on  the  continuity  of 
statistical  series.  A  significant  weakening  of  a 
statistically  sound  existing  industry  or  series 
would  be  an  argument  against  constituting  a 
new  category.  The  position  paper  submitted  by 
the  proponent  for  a  change  must  deal  with  the 
consequences  on  the  industries  affected.  Each 
establishment  is  currently  classifiable  in  some 
industry.  The  subdivision  of  an  existing  indus¬ 
try  into  two  or  more  qualifying  industries  would 
permit  the  development  of  statistics  comparable 
with  the  past  and  would,  therefore,  receive 
more  favorable  consideration.  In  order  to  per¬ 
mit  historical  comparability  to  the  current 
SIC,  the  Technical  Committee  may  transfer  ac¬ 
tivities  or  industries  across  Group  lines  and 
maintain  them  within  their  new  Group  as  tem¬ 
porary  separate  industries,  even  though  they 
may  not  meet  the  criteria  for  size,  specialization, 
or  coverage.  Each  temporary  industry  will  be 
combined  with  another  industry  in  the  new 
Ciroup  when  the  SIC  is  next  revised. 

(3)  Proposed  amendments  will  be  evaluated 
on  the  basis  of  costs,  in  terms  of  time  and  money 
to  government  agencies,  business  and  other 
users  of  the  classification,  incurred  in  changing 
current  records  and  for  collection  of  new  data 
necessary  for  the  revised  code  determination; 
and  ef  fect  of  change  in  terms  of  burdens  on  re¬ 
spondent,  or  availablility  of  information  in  re¬ 
spondent  records. 

(4)  Proposed  new  industries  will  be  evaluated 
on  the  basis  of  data  from  the  most  current  Eco¬ 
nomic  Census  and  other  appropriate  sources 
relevant  to  the  criteria  followed  in  establishing 
new  industries. 

(5)  The  Technical  Committee  will  take  cogni¬ 
zance  of  the  International  Standard  Industrial 
Classification  (ISIC)  insofar  as  comparability 
with  the  United  States  establishment  SIC  is  af¬ 
fected  by  proposed  revisions. 


(6)  Prop)osed  industries  must  contain  a  suffi¬ 
cient  number  of  establishments  so  that  agencies 
will  be  able  to  publish  data  within  the  constric¬ 
tion  of  not  revealing  the  operations  of  indi¬ 
vidual  producers. 

(7)  Consideration  will  be  given  to  the  capabil¬ 
ity  for  assessing  the  impact  of  international 
trade  on  proposed  industries. 

D.  Clarification  and  Interpretation  of  Industry  Defi¬ 
nitions 

Proposed  amendments  in  present  industry 
definitions  having  no  effect  on  the  scope  of  in¬ 
dustrial  activity  included  but  designed  to  im¬ 
prove  interpretations  of  the  industry,  as  well  as 
all  profK)sed  new  index  items  and  amendments 
in  present  index  items,  will  be  processed  by  the 
subcommittee  on  Code  Assignment  and  In¬ 
terpretation. 

E.  Time  Schedule 

All  proposed  amendments  to  the  1972/1977 
editon  of  the  establishment  SIC  Manual  should 
be  submitted  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Technical 
Committee  on  Industrial  Classification  at  the 
Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and  Stand¬ 
ards.  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington. 
D.C..  20230,  as  soon  as  possible,  but  by  no  later 
than  March  30.  1980.  to  permit  transmittal  of 
Technical  Committee  recommendations  to  the 
Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and  Stand¬ 
ards  by  January  1.  1981.  The  revised  edition  of 
the  classification  will  be  effective  on  lanuary  1, 
1982. 

F.  Public  Review  Procedure 

All  amendments  to  the  1972/1977  edition  of 
the  establishment  SIC  Manual  recommended  by 
the  Technical  Committee  will  be  made  available 
for  public  review  and  comment  prior  to  final 
action  by  the  Committee.  Those  making  pro¬ 
posals  will  be  notified  directly  of  actions  taken; 
others  will  be  advised  through  the  Federal  Re¬ 
gister.  Notice  will  probably  be  issued  in  January. 
1981.  A  60-day  period  will  be  allowed  for  ap¬ 
peals  to  actions  proposed  by  the  Technical 
Committee. 
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CURRENT  DEVELOPMENTS 


TWO  NEW  SMSA'S  ANNOUNCED 

On  April  2,  1979  Secretary  of  Commerce 
Juanita  M.  Kreps  announced  the  designation  of 
two  new  Standard  Metropolitan  Statistical  Areas 
(SMSA’s),  bringing  the  total  number  of  SMSA’s 
to  285.  The  two  new  areas  are  Bismarck,  North 
Dakota  and  Elkhart,  Indiana. 

The  standard  metropolitan  statistical  area  is 
a  statistical  standard  used  by  Federal  agencies  in 
the  development  and  presentation  of  statistical 
information  on  metropolitan  areas.  A  standard 
metropolitan  statistical  area  is  designated  and 
defined  according  to  a  body  of  objective,  pub¬ 
lished  criteria. 

The  following  gives  the  code,  title,  and  defi¬ 
nition  for  the  new  SMSA’s: 

Code  Title  Definition 

1010  Bismarck,  ND  Burleigh  County 

Morton  County 

2330  Elkhart,  IN  Elkhart  County 

(SuzANN  K.  Evinger,  office  of  federal  statis¬ 
tical  POLICY  AND  STANDARDS,  U.S.  DEPARTMENT 
OF  COMMERCE,  telephone  (202)  673-7965.) 

FRB  STUDY  OF  IMPACT  OF 
DOLLAR  DEPRECIATION  ON  U.S.  PRICE  LEVEL 

The  Federal  Reserve  Board  recently  released 
a  staff  paper  entitled  Impact  of  the  Dollar  Depre¬ 
ciation  on  the  U.S.  Price  Level:  An  Analytical  Survey 
of  Empirical  Estimates. 

The  decline  in  the  foreign  currency  value  of 
the  dollar  over  the  past  two  years  and  the  in¬ 
crease  in  U.S.  price  inflation  more  recently  have 
raised  questions  concerning  the  extent  to  which 
the  dollar  depreciation  has  raised  U.S.  prices.  A 
number  of  estimates  of  the  impact  of  changes  in 
exchange  rates  on  U.S.  domestic  prices  have 
been  made  by  the  staff  of  the  Board  of  Gover¬ 
nors  and  by  others.  This  paper  surveys  and 
analyzes  both  specific  estimates  that  have  been 
made  and  models  that  are  capable  of  addressing 
this  question. 
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Two  basic  analytical  approaches  are  iden¬ 
tified.  The  first  is  partial-equilibrium  analysis, 
which  treats  the  exchange  rate  as  determined 
exogenously  and  includes  the  direct  and  indi¬ 
rect  effects  of  exchange-rate  changes  on 
domestic  prices.  Models  using  this  approach 
range  from  single-price  equations  to  fully  speci¬ 
fied  structural  models  in  which  it  is  possible  to 
assess  the  price  effects  of  a  depreciation  under 
alternative  assumptions  about  macroeconomic 
policy.  The  second  approach  is  general- 
equilibrium  analysis,  which  treats  the  exchange 
rate  as  determined  endogenously  and  allows  for 
consideration  of  both  the  independent  price  ef¬ 
fects  of  factors  that  caused  the  exchange-rate 
change  and  the  feedbacks  from  changes  in 
domestic  prices  and  other  variables  to  the  ex¬ 
change  rate  itself.  In  this  framework,  price 
changes  should  be  viewed  as  associated  with 
rather  than  directly  caused  by  changes  in  ex¬ 
change  rates. 

The  study  also  illustrates  how  the  estimated 
sensitivity  of  U.S.  prices  to  changes  in  the  ex¬ 
change  rate  can  vary  depending  upon  (1)  the 
manner  in  which  the  dollar’s  average  foreign 
exchange  value  is  measured,  (2)  the  assumed 
impact  of  exchange  rate  changes  on  oil  prices, 
and  (3)  the  macroeconomic  policy  response  to 
the  depreciation. 

Based  on  an  assessment  of  the  empirical  work 
and  models  surveyed,  the  authors  conclude  that 
the  depreciation  of  the  dollar  in  1977  and  1978 
had  raised  the  level  of  U.S.  consumer  prices  by 
1  percent  by  the  end  of  1978,  under  the  as¬ 
sumption  that  U.S.  gross  national  product 
would  have  followed  the  same  path  in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  the  depreciation.  If  the  depreciation  is 
sustained,  its  eventual  full  impact  could  raise 
prices  by  2-1/4  to  2-2/3  percent  above  the  level 
they  otherwise  would  have  been,  depending 
upon  the  extent  to  which  the  recent  oil  price  in¬ 
creases  can  be  associated  with  the  depreciation. 
(Barbara  R.  Lowrey,  division  of  international 
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FINANCE.  FEDERAL  RESERVE  BOARD,  telephone  (202) 

452-3712. 

condition  of  education 

The  National  Center  tor  Education  Statistics 
has  suhinitted  to  (Congress  its  annual  report.  The 
Condition  of  Education,  the  fifth  in  a  series  man¬ 
dated  by  the  Education  Amendments  of  1974. 

Drawing  upon  statistics  from  governmental 
and  nongovernmental  sources,  the  report  por¬ 
trays  American  education  within  a  broad  demo¬ 
graphic  and  social  context.  As  stated  by  the 
N(TS  Administrator.  Marie  D.  Eldridge,  “The 
statistics  in  this  report  provide  some  measure  of 
how  well  the  system  functions  against  a  back¬ 
drop  of  rising  expenditures,  declining  enroll¬ 
ments,  and  public  concern.” 

In  this  year’s  report,  statistical  data  are  pre¬ 
sented  on  a  variety  of  issues  concerning  educa¬ 
tional  institutions,  participants,  and  personnel, 
rhe  report  is  organized  to  reHect  the  charac¬ 
teristics  of  the  education  system  and  its  relation¬ 
ship  to  the  larger  society.  The  first  section  of 
this  report  describes  trends  and  developments 
affecting  education  at  all  levels.  Chapter  1  pres¬ 
ents  the  societal  context  for  describing  the  con¬ 
dition  of  education,  chapter  2  covers  elementary 
and  secondary  education,  and  chapter  3  exam¬ 
ines  postsecondary  education.  In  the  second 
section  of  the  report,  special  topics  have  been 
selected  for  closer  analysis.  Chapter  4  presents 
the  financing  of  elementary  and  secondary  edu¬ 
cation,  chapter  5  examines  outcomes  of  educa¬ 
tion,  and  chapter  6  explores  the  status  of 
minorities  and  women  in  higher  education. 
Statistics  published  for  the  first  time  in  this  re¬ 
port  include: 

— analyses  of  the  relationships  among  televi¬ 
sion  viewing,  homework,  and  mathematics  per¬ 
formance; 

— profiles  of  students  enrolled  in  noncol- 
legiate  occupational  programs; 

— trend  data  on  measurements  of  college  en¬ 
rollment  by  racial/ethnic  groups; 

— analysis  of  the  underemployment  and 
earnings  of  recent  college  graduates  by  field  of 
study  and  sex; 

— changes  in  the  percent  of  elementary  and 
secondary,  school  students  enrolled  below  the 
modal  grade  since  1950  presented  in  the  con¬ 
text  of  public  opinion  on  automatic  promotion, 
and  minimum  competency  testing  activity  in  the 
States. 
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The  report  presents  data  in  a  chartbook  for¬ 
mat  with  interpretive  text.  Supporting  tables  ac¬ 
company  each  entry  and  a  cumulative  index  to 
the  series  is  provided.  Further  information  may 
by  obtained  from  the  editor  of  the  report, 
Nancy  Dearman,  telephone  (202)  245-8053. 
Copies  of  The  Condition  of  Education,  1979  Edi¬ 
tion,  are  available  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington.  D.C.  20402,  GPO  Stock  number 
017-080-02008-4.  (O.  Jean  Brandes,  national 

CENTER  FOR  EDUCATION  STATISTICS.  DEPARTMENT  OF 
HEALTH.  EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE,  telephone  (202) 

472-5026.) 

INVENTORY  OF  DATA 
ON  AGING 

The  National  Clearinghouse  on  Aging, 
DHEW,  recently  released  a  report  entitled  In¬ 
ventory  of  Federal  Statistical  Programs  Relating  to 
Older  Persons.  This  volume  contains  descriptions 
of  109  statistical  programs  administered  by  19 
Federal  Departments  or  agencies.  The  program 
descriptions  include  program  name,  purpose  of 
data  collection,  scope  and  method  of  data  col¬ 
lection,  data  limitations  and  reliability,  geo¬ 
graphic  and  age  detail,  frequency  of  data  col¬ 
lection,  method  of  data  storage,  availability  of 
unpublished  data,  time  lag  from  data  collection 
to  publication,  publication  program,  and  name 
and  phone  number  of  principal  contact  person. 
An  index  of  data  items  included  in  these  pro¬ 
grams  is  appended. 

The  Inventory  was  prepared  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  National  Clearinghouse  on  Aging  by 
the  Task  Force  on  Statistics.  Interdepartmental 
Working  Group  on  Aging.  The  programs  cov¬ 
ered  by  the  report  include  censuses,  surveys, 
administrative  records,  estimation  programs, 
and  special-purpose  tabulations.  The  Inventory  is 
intended  to  give  the  user  an  overview  of  Federal 
statistical  efforts  in  the  subject  area  of  aging,  as 
well  as  sufficient  information  about  these  efforts 
so  that  users  can  efficiently  search  for  needed 
data. 

While  the  limited  supply  lasts,  single  copies  of 
Inventory  of  Federal  Statistical  Programs  Relating  to 
Older  Persons  may  be  obtained  from  the  Publica¬ 
tion  Distribution  Staff,  National  Clearinghouse 
on  Aging,  Administration  on  Aging.  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  20201.  (Irving  Hill,  national  clear¬ 
inghouse  ON  AGING.  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH.  EDU¬ 
CATION.  AND  WELFARE,  telephone  (202)  245-0768.) 
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METROPOLITAN  DISTRIBUTION  OF 
SOCIAL  SECURITY  BENEFITS 
AND  BENEFICIARIES 

The  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics  of  the 
Social  Security  Administration  recently  released 
Social  Security  Beneficiaries  in  Metropolitan  Areas, 
1977.  This  report  presents  detailed  benefit  data 
for  23  million  residents  of  metropolitan  areas 
who  were  receiving  cash  benefits  of  $5  billion  a 
month  under  the  old-age,  survivors,  and  dis¬ 
ability  insurance  (OASDI)  program  at  the  end 
of  1977. 

Specifically  shown  are  the  number  of  social 
security  beneficiaries  residing  in  each  area  by 
major  benefit  category;  the  corresponding 
amounts  of  monthly  benefits;  distribution  of 
beneficiaries  by  age.  race,  and  sex;  percentage 
distributions  of  retired-worker ,  disabled- 
worker.  and  widow  and  widower  beneficiaries 
by  monthly  benefit  amount;  and  for  the  first 
time,  the  number  of  beneficiaries  using  the  di¬ 
rect  deposit  procedure.  Also  shown  are  sum¬ 
mary  data  for  metropolitan  and  nonmetropoli¬ 
tan  areas.  These  data  have  been  derived  on  a 
100-percent  basis  from  the  Social  Security  Mas¬ 
ter  Beneficiary  Record,  which  contains  detailed 
data  for  all  beneficiaries. 

Single  copies  of  Social  Security  Beneficiaries  in 
Metropolitan  Areas,  1977  (HEW  Publication  No. 
(SSA)  79-1 1929)  are  available  from  the  Publica¬ 
tions  Staff,  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics.  So¬ 
cial  Security  Administration,  Room  1120,  Uni¬ 
versal  North  Building,  1875  Connecticut  Av¬ 
enue.  N.W.  Washington,  D.C..  20009,  telephone 
(202)  673-5209.  (Robert  E.  Robinson,  social  se¬ 
curity  ADMINISTRATION.  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH. 
EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE,  telephone  (202)  673- 
5576.) 

SIMULATION  MODEL  OF  WOMEN 
UNDER  SOCIAL  SECURITY: 

PART  II 

A  recently  released  report  from  the  Social  Se¬ 
curity  Administration  is  the  second  of  the 
Simulation  Model  of  Women  Under  Social  Se¬ 
curity  series.  The  latest  paper.  Estimation  of 
Labor  Supply  Relationships,  represents  the  labor 
force  behavior  of  women  in  terms  of  three  equ¬ 
ations.  The  first  equation  estimates  wages  by- 
using  a  number  of  explanatory  variables  that 
measure  work  experience,  hometime,  educa¬ 
tion.  and  other  characteristics.  The  wages  enter 


the  second  equation  that  estimates  the  probabil¬ 
ity  of  working  and  the  third  equation  that  pre¬ 
dicts  annual  hours  of  work.  The  data  set  used 
for  all  estimations  is  the  Michigan  Panel  Study 
of  Income  Dynamics. 

The  paper  focuses  on  the  wages  and  labor 
supply  relationship  of  married  women  age  30. 
but  those  of  men  and  single  women  are  also  es¬ 
timated.  The  final  chapter  attempts  to  incorpo¬ 
rate  explicitly  the  trend  in  labor-force  partici¬ 
pation  of  women  into  the  model. 

Single  copies  of  Simulation  Model  of  Women 
Under  Social  Security:  Estimation  of  Labor  Supply 
Relationships  (Staff  Paper  No.  32,  HEW  Publica¬ 
tion  No.  (SSA)  79-1 1862)  are  available  from  the 
Publications  Staff,  Office  of  Research  and 
Statistics,  Social  Security  Administration,  Room 
1120,  Universal  North  Building,  1875  Connect¬ 
icut  Avenue,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20009, 
telephone  (202)  673-5309.  (Robert  E.  Robinson, 

SOCIAL  SECURITY  ADMINISTRATION.  DEPARTMENT  OF 
HEALTH.  EDUCATION.  AND  WELFARE,  telephone  (202) 

673-5576.) 

SIX  NEW  SOCIAL  SECURITY 
BULLETIN  REPORTS 

The  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics  in  the 
Social  Security  Administration  recently  issued 
the  following  Social  Security  Bulletin  reports 
which  are  briefly  described. 

Age  Differences  in  Health  Care  Spending,  Fiscal 
Year  1977  (Social  Security  Bulletin,  January 
1979). — This  report  of  health  care  spending  in 
fiscal  year  1977  reveals  that  of  the  $142.6  billion 
spent  by  the  Nation  for  personal  health  care  in 
fiscal  year  1977,  29  percent  was  spent  for  those 
aged  65  or  older.  59  percent  for  those  aged 
19-64,  and  13  percent  for  those  below  age  19. 
The  average  health  bill  reached  $1,745  for  the 
aged,  $661  for  the  intermediate  age  group,  and 
$253  for  the  young.  Public  funds  financed  67 
percent  of  the  health  expenses  of  the  aged,  with 
•Medicare  and  Medicaid  together  accounting  for 
61  percent.  More  than  two-thirds  of  the  health 
expenses  of  the  young  and  71  percent  of  the 
expenses  of  those  aged  19-64  were  paid  by  pri¬ 
vate  sources.  Third-party  payments  met  68  per¬ 
cent  of  the  health  expenditures  of  all  those 
under  age  65. 

Earnings  Replacement  Rates  of  Retired  Couples: 
Findings  From  the  Retirement  History  Study  (Social 
Security  Bulletin,  January  1979). — This  article 
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presents  the  first  view  of  replacement  rates  for 
couples.  About  half  the  wives  claiming  benefits 
in  1968-74  were  retired  workers,  but  their  social 
security  benefits  were  not  necessarily  much 
larger  than  what  they  would  have  received  as 
dependent  spouses,  and  their  replacement  rates 
were  thus  lower  than  those  of  couples  with  de¬ 
pendent  wives.  These  findings  contrast  sharply 
with  common  assumptions;  the  “typical”  couple 
(wife  not  working,  both  retiring  together  at  age 
65)  is  rare.  The  rates  based  on  these  assump¬ 
tions  are  higher  than  those  calculated  for  the 
sample  of  actual  retired  couples.  Rapid  wage  in¬ 
creases  have  moderated  the  rapid  social  security 
benefit  increases  to  produce  fairly  stable  re¬ 
placement  rates.  Couples  with  second  pensions 
have  higher  replacement  rates  than  those  with¬ 
out. 

Black-White  Differences  in  Private  Pensions: 
Findings  From  the  Retirement  History  Study  (Social 
Security  Bulletin,  February  1979). — This  article 
compares  older  black  workers  and  older  white 
workers  on  coverage  under  private  pension 
plans,  the  receipt  of  pension  benefits  upon  re¬ 
tirement,  and  the  job  characteristics  associated 
with  both  coverage  and  receipt.  Data  are  from 
the  1969  and  1975  interviews  of  the  Retirement 
History  Study  and  describe  pre-ERISA  con- 
ditiolns  among  persons  in  their  late  fifties  to 
mid-sixties.  Black  workers  were  much  less  likely 
than  white  workers  to  have  been  covered  by  a 
private  pension  on  their  longest  Job.  Moreover, 
among  those  who  were  covered,  they  were  less 
likely  to  have  received  benefits.  The  racial  dif¬ 
ferences  appear  to  result  in  part  from  substan¬ 
tial  differences  on  job  characteristics,  particu¬ 
larly  industry. 

Effect  of  SSI  on  Medicaid  Caseloads  and  Expend¬ 
itures  (Social  Security  Bulletin,  February 
1979). — This  article  provides  information  about 
recent  changes  in  State  Medicaid  caseloads  and 
payments  following  implementation  of  SSI  and 
the  possible  effect  of  SSI  on  such  changes.  It 
does  not  appear  that  SSI  was  a  significant  factor 
in  the  Medicaid  changes.  The  growth  in 
Medicaid  payments  resulted  primarily  from  ex¬ 
pansion  of  medical  services  to  include  care  in 
intermediate-care  facilities,  inflation,  and 
higher  utilization  of  medical  services. 

Effect  of  Substantial  Gainful  Activity  Level  on 
Disabled  Beneficiary  Work  Patterns  (Social  Security 
Bulletin,  March  1979). — This  article  examines 
the  flow  of  disabled-worker  beneficiaries 
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through  the  disabililty  program  in  relation  to 
their  work  history  and  earnings  patterns.  The 
recovery  rate  dropped  steadily  during  the  late 
1960’s  and  early  1970’s.  The  earnings  patterns 
indicate  that  about  10  percent  of  the  benefici¬ 
aries  were  employed;  about  3  percent  had 
earnings  above  the  substantial  gainful  activity 
(SGA)  level.  Median  annual  earnings  remained 
well  below  $1,000,  whatever  the  SGA  level. 
Findings  of  the  study  suggest  that  policy  consid¬ 
erations  on  changing  the  SGA  level  should  not 
center  on  the  implications  for  marginal  part- 
time  employment. 

Mandating  Private  Pensions:  Experience  in  Four 
European  Countries  (Social  Security  Bulletin,  March 
1979). — This  study  examines  the  experience  of 
four  countries — the  Netherlands,  Sweden,  Swit¬ 
zerland,  and  the  United  Kingdom — in  which  the 
mandating  of  private  pensions  exists  or  has 
been  considered.  Proposals  to  mandate  private 
pensions  in  the  United  States  have  been  intro¬ 
duced  in  Congress  several  times.  The  analysis  of 
foreign  thinking  presented  here  provides  a 
background  on  the  reasoning  behind  such  a 
policy  and  on  the  integration  of  private  and 
public  systems  and  the  problems  involved.  A 
prime  reason  for  mandating  private 
pensions — instead  of  seeking  higher  social  secu¬ 
rity  benefits  or  additional  social  security 
layers — has  been  the  pressure  to  avoid  higher 
payroll  taxes. 

Reprints  of  the  articles  are  available  from  the 
Publications  Staff,  Office  of  Research  and 
Statistics,  Social  Security  Administration.  Room 
1120,  Universal  North  Building,  1875  Connec¬ 
ticut  Avenue.  N.W..  Washington,  D.C.  20009, 
telephone  (202)  673-5209.  The  Social  Security 
Bulletin  is  available  by  subscription,  at  $14  a  year 
through  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S. 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402.  (Robert  E.  Robinson,  social  security 

ADMINISTRATION,  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH.  EDUCA¬ 
TION,  AND  WELFARE,  telephone  (202)  673-5576.) 

CORPORATION  FOREIGN  TAX 
CREDIT  DATA,  1968-1972 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  has  released 
Statistics  of  Income— 1968-1972,  Foreign  Tax  Credit 
Claimed  on  Corporation  Income  Tax  Returns.  The 
statistics  in  this  report  are  based  on  those  re¬ 
turns  in  the  corporation  Statistics  of  Income 
sample  which  showed  the  foreign  tax  credit.  A 
previous  report  on  this  subject  covered  1964- 
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1966.  This  is  the  first  of  several  reports  in  the 
foreign  area  scheduled  for  publication  during 
1979. 

Data  in  this  report  are  classified  by  the 
domestic  industry,  size  of  total  assets,  net  in¬ 
come  and  foreign  tax  credit  of  the  corporation 
claiming  the  foreign  tax  credit,  as  well  as  by  the 
foreign  country  in  which  the  income  was  earned 
or  to  which  taxes  were  paid. 

This  184-page  IRS  publication  No.  479  may 
be  purchased  from  the  Superintendant  of 
Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20402,  GPO  Stock  number 
048-004-01604-4.  (Keith  Gilmour,  internal 

REVENUE  SERVICE.  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

telephone  (202)  376-0177.) 

INDIVIDUAL  INCOME  TAX 
RETURNS  DATA  FOR  1976 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  has  released 
Statistics  of  Income-1976,  Individual  Income  Tax 
Returns.  The  statistics  in  the  report  are  based  on 
a  sample  selected  from  the  84.7  million  returns 
filed  by  taxpayers  during  Calendar  Year  1977. 

Data  highlighted  are  sources  of  income, 
exemptions,  deductions,  and  income  tax  clas¬ 
sified  by  size  of  taxpayers’  adjusted  gross  in¬ 
come  for  the  Nation.  Data  are  also  classified  by 
marital  status  of  taxpayers,  taxable  and  nontax- 
able  returns,  taxpayers  age  65  or  over,  and  by 
State. 

The  publication  contains  data  on  taxpayers 
claiming  the  standard  deduction  or  itemized 
deductions  such  as  for  medical  and  dental  ex¬ 
penses,  charitable  contributions,  interest  (in¬ 
cluding  home  mortgage),  taxes,  and  casualty 
and  theft  losses.  The  report  includes  data  on  the 
new  child  care  credit,  the  new  “credit  for  the  el¬ 
derly”  (replacing  the  retirement  income  credit), 
the  increased  general  tax  credit,  and  the  in¬ 
creased  minimum  tax.  Data  are  also  provided, 
for  the  second  year,  on  high  income  returns 
classified  by  three  new  income  concepts  as  de¬ 
fined  in,  and  required  by,  the  Tax  Reform  Act 
of  1976. 

Also  shown  in  the  report  is  information  on 
the  computation  of  income  tax.  minimum, 
maximum,  and  alternative  tax.  as  well  as  tax 
payments,  overpayments,  and  balance  due. 

This  269-page  IRS  Publication  79  may  be 
purchased  for  $6.00  from  the  Superintendent 
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of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Of¬ 
fice,  Washington,  D.C.  20402.  GPO  Stock 
number  048-004-01610-9.  (Jack  Blacksin, 

INTERNAL  REVENUE  SERVICE.  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE 

TREASURY,  telephone  (202)  376-0155.) 

FEDERAL  R&D  FUNDING 
BY  FUNCTION 

The  Analysis  of  Federal  R^D  Funding  by  Func¬ 
tion,  Fiscal  Years  1969-1979  (NSF  78-320)  is  the 
eighth  report  in  a  series  based  on  the  annual 
NSF  survey  of  Federal  agency  R&D  programs. 

In  the  system  shown  in  this  report  R&D  pro¬ 
grams  have  been  grouped  by  15  functions — 
defense,  health,  energy,  education,  etc. — and  32 
subfunctions  according  to  the  primary  purpose 
of  each  program. 

Summarized  data  of  this  report  were  pub¬ 
lished  in  Science  Resources  Studies  Highlights,  “De¬ 
fense  and  Space  Lead  in  Federal  R&D  Growth 
in  the  1979  Budget”  (NSF  78-317),  October  27, 
1978. 

Copies  oi  An  Analysis  of  Federal  R^D  Funding 
by  Function,  Fiscal  Years  1969-1979  (NSF  78-320) 
are  available  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington.  D.C.  20402  for  $2.50  per  copy, 
GPO  Stock  number  038-000-00402-6.  (Charles 
E.  Falk,  national  science  foundation,  telephone 
(202)  634-4634.) 

SOCIAL  SECURITY  RESEARCH: 

PUBLICATIONS  CATALOG 

The  findings  of  studies  and  analysis  carried 
out  or  funded  by  Social  Security’s  Office  of  Re¬ 
search  and  Statistics  appear  in  a  variety  of  tech¬ 
nical  publications.  These  include  the  monthly 
Social  Security  Bulletin,  monographs  issued  as  Re¬ 
search  Reports  or  Staff  Papers,  several  note 
series,  technical  papers,  and  a  number  of  annual 
statistical  releases. 

The  Research  Publications  Spring  1979  catalog, 
which  is  designed  to  provide  a  convenient 
source  of  ORS  publications,  has  been  updated. 
It  contains  a  brief  description  of  each  article 
listed  by  title,  number,  and  price  under  major 
Social  Security  Administration  program  head¬ 
ings. 

Copies  of  Research  Publications  Spring  1979 
(HEW  Publication  No.  (SSA)  79-1  1925)  are 
available  from  the  Publications  Staff,  Office  of 
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Research  and  Statistics.  Social  Security  Admin¬ 
istration,  Room  1 120,  Universal  North  Building, 
1875  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W.  Washington, 
D.C.  20009.  (Roberi  E.  Robinson,  social  secu¬ 
rity  ADMINISTRATION.  DEFAR  I  MENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDU¬ 
CATION.  AND  WELFARE,  telephone  (202)  673-5576.) 

CALL  FOR  ABSTRACTS  FOR 
NCHS  DATA  USE  CONFERENCE 

The  National  ('.enter  for  Health  Statistics 
(NCHS)  issues  a  call  for  abstracts  of  technical 
papers  to  be  presented  at  the  IV'  Data  Use  ('on- 
ierence  to  be  held  October  16-18,  1979.  Papers 
should  relate  to  statistical,  epidemiological,  or 
demographic  topics  involved  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  or  operation  of  Federal,  State,  and  local 
area  health  services  delivery,  health  services 
planning,  or  health  resources  allocation.  Papers 
dealing  with  health  services  needs  assessment, 
indicators  for  medical  underservice,  health 
status  indicators  and  indexes,  capacity  of  health 
service  systems,  and  methods  of  automated  dis¬ 
play  in  health  service  analysis  will  also  be  con¬ 
sidered. 

The  ('.onference  will  exchange  innovative  ap¬ 
proaches  in  the  application  of  statistical  tech¬ 
niques  to  medical  care  cost  containment,  dis¬ 
tribution  of  medical  resources,  improvement  of 
health  care  delivery,  and  evaluation  of  medical 
services.  The  primary  emphasis  will  deal  with 
subnational  geographic  units,  particularly  of  the 
size  defined  by  the  designated  Health  Systems 
Agencies  (HSA’s). 

Please  do  not  send  papers  or  monographs. 
Abstracts  should  be  Ibrwarded  by  June  22,  1979 
to: 

Mr.  Paul  D.  Williams 
('hief.  Data  Application  and 
Research  Branch,  D('.HSS,  N('.HS 
C'-enter  Buidling,  Room  2-63 
3700  East  West  Highway 
Hyattsville,  Maryland  20782 


1973  WORLD  PROGRAM  OF 
INDUSTRIAL  STATISTICS 

The  United  Nations  Statistical  Office  recently 
released  The  1973  World  Programme  of  Industrial 
Statistics:  Summary  of  Data  from  Selected  Countries. 
Phis  publication  is  a  compilation  of  industrial 
statistics  reflecting  the  participation  of  countries 
in  the  1973  World  Program  of  Industrial  Statis¬ 
tics,  sponsored  by  the  United  Nations  Statistical 
C'.ommission  and  recommended  to  countries  for 
implementation  by  the  United  Nations  Eco¬ 
nomic  and  Social  Council  in  May  1968  (resolu¬ 
tion  1305  (XLIV)).  The  full  set  Recommenda¬ 
tions  for  the  1973  World  Programme  of  Industrial 
Statistics,  Parts  I,  1 1  and  HI,  was  published  in 
1971-1972  (UN  Sales  Nos.  E.  71. XVII. 13, 
E.71.XVTI.16  and  E.72.XVH.  1 0,  respectively). 

The  information  included  in  the  present 
publication,  covering  54  countries,  should  pro¬ 
vide  useful  insight  into  the  structure  of  indus¬ 
try.  particularly  if  considered  in  conjunction 
with  the  data  published  in  the  United  Nations 
Yearbook  of  Industrial  Statistics.  For  a  majority  of 
the  countries  included,  the  information  relates 
to  the  results  of  regular  annual  surveys  covered 
in  Volume  I  of  the  Yearbook.  However,  the  data 
are  compiled  at  a  more  detailed  level  of  the  In¬ 
ternational  Standard  Industrial  Classification 
(ISI(])  than  called  for  annually,  more  indicators 
are  covered,  the  composition  of  the  indicators 
are  covered,  the  composition  of  the  indicators  is 
more  detailed  and  some  items  are  crossclas- 
sified. 

(Copies  o{  The  1973  World  Programme  of  Indus¬ 
trial  Statistics:  Summary  of  Data  from  Selected 
Countries  (Statistical  Papers.  Series  P.  No.  15, 
525  pp..  UN  Sales  No.  E.  79.XVH.3,  $28.00) 
may  be  purchased  from  the  Sales  Section, 
United  Nations.  New  York,  New  York  10017. 
Government  agencies  should  request  the  dis¬ 
count  to  which  they  are  entitled,  as  it  is  not  au¬ 
tomatically  given. 
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PERSONNEL  NOTE 

BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS  OF  THE  FEDERAL  RESERVE  merly  an  Economist  in  the  Financial  Reports  Section,  has 
SYSTEM  been  promoted  to  Senior  Economist  in  that  Section. 

Division  of  Research  and  Statistics:  William  Jones,  for- 
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SCHEDULE  OF  RELEASE  DATES  FOR  PRINCIPAL 
FEDERAL  ECONOMIC  INDICATORS 

July  1979 


Release  dates  scheduled  by  agencies  responsi¬ 
ble  lor  the  principal  economic  indicators  of  the 
Federal  Government  are  given  below.  These  are 
target  dates  that  will  be  met  in  the  majority  of 
cases.  Occasionally  agencies  may  be  able  to  release 
data  a  day  or  so  earlier  or  may  be  forced  by  unavoida¬ 
ble  compilation  problems  to  release  a  report  one  or 
more  days  later. 

A  similar  schedule  will  be  shown  here  each 


month  covering  release  dates  for  the  following 
month.  The  indicators  are  identified  by  the  title 
of  the  releases  in  which  they  are  included;  the 
source  agency;  the  release  identification 
number  where  applicable;  and  the  Business  Con¬ 
ditions  Digest  series  numbers  for  all  BCD  series 
included,  shown  in  parentheses.  Release  date  in¬ 
formation  for  additional  series  can  be  found  in 
publications  of  the  sponsoring  agencies. 


(Any  inquiries  about  these  series  should  be  directed  to  the  issuing  agency.) 
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Date 


Subject 


Data  For 


July 


2  Manufacturers’  Shipments,  Inventories,  and 

Orders,  Census  (65) . May 

2  Construction  Expenditures  (Press  release). 

Census,  C-30  (69)  . May 

3  Open  Market  Money  Rates  and  Bond  Prices, 

Federal  Reserve  Board  (FRB),  415  . -June 

5  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRB, 

504  (72,  122) . Week  Ending  June  27 

5  Money  Stock  Measures,  ERB,  508 

(85,  102,  107,  108) . Week  Ending  June  27 

5  Eactors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition  Statement 

of  Eederal  Reserve  Banks.  FRB,  503 

(93,  94) . Week  Ending  July  4 

6  The  Employment  Situation  (Press  release).  Bureau  of  Labor 

Statistics  (BLS)  (1,  21,  37.  40-44,  91.  340,  442, 

444-448,451-453) . .June 

6  Producer  Price  Indexes  (Press  release).  BLS, 

(330-334) . -June 

6  Consumer  Credit.  ERB,  421  (66,  1 13) . May 

9  Monthly  Wholesale  Trade  (Press  release), 

Census,  BW . May 

9  Manufacturers’  Export  Sales  and  Orders, 

Census,  M4-A  . May 
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Dale 


Subject 


Data  For 


JuJy 


10  Advance  Monthly  Retail  Sales  (Press  Release), 

Census  (54) . 

1 1  Crop  Production.  Agriculture . July  1 

1 1  Manufacturing  and  Trade:  Inventories  and  Sales, 

Census  (31.  56,  71)  . May 

1 1  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 

FRB,  504  (72,  1 12)  . Week  Ending  July  4 

12  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB, 

508  (85,  102,  107,  108)  . Week  Ending  July  4 

12  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB, 

503  (93,  94) . Week  Ending  July  11 

16  Food  Assistance  Program  Results,  Agriculture . May 

16  Yields  on  FHA  Insured  New  Home  30-Year 

Mortgages,  HUD  (118) . -July  1 

16  Industrial  Production  and  Related  Data,  FRB,  414 

(47,  73-76)  . .June 

17  Supply  Demand  Estimates. 

Agriculture  . Current  Marketing  Season 

18  Housing  Starts  (Press  release).  Census,  C-20 

(28,  29) . .June 

18  Output,  Capacity,  and  Capacity  Utilization,  FRB, 

402  (82.  84) . .June 

18  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 

FRB.  504  (72,  112)  . Week  Ending  July  11 

19  Cattle  on  Feed,  Agriculture . 1 

19  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks, 

FRB,  503  (93,  94)  . Week  Ending  July  18 

19  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  508 

(102,  107,  108) . Week  Ending  July  11 

19  Personal  Income,  Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis 

(BEA)  (223) . .June 

20  Gross  National  Product  (Preliminary), 

BEA  (200,  205,  210)  . 2  Q  ’79 

24  Advance  Report  on  Durable  Goods,  Manufacturers’ 

Shipments  and  Orders  (Press  release).  Census, 

M3-1  (6,  24,  25.  96,  548) . .June 

25  Average  Yields  of  Long-Term  Bonds,  Treasury 

Bulletin  (115,  116) . May 

25  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 

FRB,  504  (72,  112) . Week  Ending  July  18 

26  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  508 

(85,  102,  107,  108)  . Week  Ending  July  18 
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Date 


Subject 


Data  For 


July  26  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks, 

FRB,  503  (93,  94)  . Week  Ending  July  25 

26  Housing  Vacancies  (Press  release), 

Census,  H-1 11  . .July  26 

26  Real  Earnings  (Press  release),  BLS  (341) . -June 

26  Consumer  Price  Index  (Press  release),  BLS 

(320,  322)  . .June 

27  Export  and  Import  Merchandise  Trade,  Census, 

FT-900  (602,  612)  . .June 

30  Work  Stoppages  (Press  release),  BLS . -June 

30  Productivity  and  Costs  in  Private  Business, 

Nonfarm  Business,  and  Manufacturing 

Sectors  (Press  release),  BLS  . 2  Q  ’79 

31  Composite  Indexes  of  Leading,  Coincident,  and 

Lagging  Indicators  (Press  release),  BEA . June 

31  Agricultural  Prices,  Agriculture . Mid-July 

31  Labor  Turnover  in  Manufacturing  (Press  release), 

BLS  (2,3,4) . .June 
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